
Thinking with and about automated persuasion

Sine N. Just
Department of Communication and Arts

Roskilde University





Agenda

• Digital humanities 2.0

• Automated persuasion

• Alternative hermeneutic motor schemes 

• Alternative practices 



Digital humanities 2.0

“I argue that to understand the contemporary born-digital culture and the everyday 
practices that populate it – the focus of a digital humanities second wave – we need a 
corresponding focus on the computer code that is entangled with all aspects of our lives, 
including reflexivity about how much code is infiltrating the academy itself.” 

(Berry, 2011: 4, emphasis added)
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The trouble with automated persuasion

• Automated decisions: Displacement of responsibility
• Personalized targeting: Reduction of diversity
• Opaque procedures: Limitation to reflexivity

• The transmission paradigm comes back with a vengeance - fear of overt persuasion whilst 
constantly subject to covert persuasion

• ‘The closing of the rhetorical mind’



Alternative motor schemes for digital humanities

• Multiple ‘black boxes’ (Roberge & Seyfert, 2016) in need of interpretation (Neyland, 2015)

• Algorithms are organization (Lange, Lenglet & Seyfert, 2019)
• Algorithms are culture (Seaver, 2017)
• Algorithms are communication (Lomborg & Kapsch, 2020)
• Algorithms are figuration (Dahlman et al., 2021)



Thinking with
figuration

(Burke, 1962)



(Dahlman et al., 2021)



Thinking about
figuration

Controversy mapping

• What is the concern being raised? And who articulates it?

• Who articulates what positions?

• How does the controversy unfold?

• (How) is the issue resolved?





The potential of figuration

• Human-machine collaboration: Joint responsibility
• Consideration of alternatives: Increased diversity
• Open algorithmic procedures: Increased reflexivity

• Conceptualizing ‘constitutive transmission’ (Ashcraft, 2021)
• Cultivating ‘critical affect’ (Ashcraft, forthcoming)



Thank you!
And stay in touch:
www.algoritmer.org/www.algorithms.dk
sinenjust@ruc.dk

http://www.algoritmer.org/
http://www.algorithms.dk/
mailto:sinenjust@ruc.dk

